No: SNEA/CHQ/DIR(HR)/2015-18/89                Dated 28th February, 2018.

To

Smt Sujata T Ray, 







Director (HR), BSNL Board,

New Delhi.

Sub: Discontinuation of the Looking After Arrangement (LA) in the grade of Executive Engineer (Civil) – withdrawal of order issued by PGM(BW) without the approval of competent authority, assigning Link Officer(LO). After HR integration such orders are to be issued by Pers Section, with the approval of competent authority instead of BW section:
Ref: O/o the PGM (BW), BSNL CO, letter No. OA/2905/2015/DM (BW-I) dated: 07.02.2018.
Respected Madam, 

An arbitrary, illegal and irrational order was issued by the BW section of Corporate Office for discontinuation of Looking After Arrangement (LAA) in the grade of Executive Engineer (Civil) citing the interim orders of Hon PB CAT, New Delhi vide letter under reference on 07.02.2018. Instead of seeking further time for implementation of the Hon CAT order, BW section issued the order without any authority, bypassing competent authority. 
Link Officer (LO) is a new designation evolved by the BW section which does not have any legal sanctity or the support of FR SR, CDA Rules etc.

The operative portion of the order sheet issued by the PB CAT on 04/09/2017, 01/12/2017 and 15/01/2018 is reproduced below for your kind perusal please:

“We are of the considered view that in public interest the respondents be permitted to make functional arrangement by giving current duty charge to the Assistant Engineers on the basis of their seniority irrespective of he/she being diploma holder or degree holder except on account of disciplinary proceedings or for some other valid reason. This arrangement shall be purely a temporary measure and shall remain operational for a period of three months. On expiry of three months, the arrangement will stand terminated.

In the meantime, the respondents are directed to make regular promotions in accordance with law.”

Order Sheet issued by the PB CAT on 01/12/2017, MA No. 4408/2017

Issue notice in the MA filed for modification of order dated 04.09.2017 passed in MA No. 225/2017.

Applicant accepts notice. Sh. Gyanendra Singh, learned standing counsel accepts notice on behalf of AICTE and Ms. Sonika accepts notice on behalf of private respondents. Objections, if any, may be filed within three weeks. In the meantime, temporary arrangement allowed vide order dated 04.09.2017 is to be continued till 15.01.2018. List on 15.01.2018

Order Sheet issued by the PB CAT on 15/01/2018 

MA No.4408/2017 has been filed by the respondents No.2 & 3 for modification of the order dated 04.09.2017, passed in MA No.225/2017. Learned counsel appearing for respondents submits that no reply is required to be filed. List for hearing on 09.03.2018.
Instead of taking action as per the PB CAT Orders for issue of regular promotion or seeking further extension of time, orders were issued for discontinuation LA in the grade of EE(Civil). 

I would like to convey the following issues arising out of this newly found designation of LO (Link Officer) by BW section of BSNL Corporate Office for your kind information and immediate action please.

1. BSNL is following the CPWD Works Manual 2014 for preparation of estimates, execution of works with the Delegation of Financial Powers approved by the DoT (BSNL) on 01.04.1999 without any revision till date.

2. As per the manual and delegation of financial powers, only the competent authority is eligible for technical sanction of the estimates, call of tenders, signing of the contract agreement, ensuring the quality of works, test checking of the works and passing of bills etc. 

3. These works cannot be sub delegated to incompetent post of Link Officer (LO).
Not filling up the vacant EE(C) posts of more than 200 out of 222 sanctioned Executive Engineer(Civil) posts for years together and issuing this kind of order citing one or other reasons exclusively for one discipline in BSNL has created unrest among the cadre who served the department more than 20 years in SDE(C) grade and deserved for promotion to EE(C).

This may also invite problems from legal point of view, for sanction and execution of works. I request your goodself to instruct the BW unit to withdraw the above arbitrary order and to follow the uniform guidelines of the BSNL Corporate office in future. 

This once again reiterate the need for HR integration for the uniform implementation of BSNL policies by each wings. 
With regards, 

(Sebastin. K)

Copy to: 
1. Shri. Neeraj Goel, PGM(BW), BSNLCO for information and n/a please.

2. Shri. Keshav Rao, GM (Pers), BSNLCO for information and n/a please. 
Encl: 1. PB CAT, New Delhi orders dated: 04.09.2017, 01.12.2017 & 15.01.2018

          2. The relevant portion of CPWD Works Manual 2014

          3. Delegation of Financial Powers for Civil Wing Officers 

