No: SNEA/CHQ/SECDoT/2015-18/23       Dated 14.09.2017. 

 To
Smt. Aruna Sundararajan,

Secretary, Dept of Telecom, 
Sanchar Bhavan, New Delhi.

Sub: Ill conceived and ill timed decision of Government to off load most powerful and potential assets of BSNL-66,000 mobile towers-gravely threatens to decelerate an otherwise accelerating growth of BSNL, besides endangering its very existence. Employees of BSNL determined and ready to pay any price to safeguard existing integrated and time tested composition of BSNL. Sinister decision of the Government is nothing but a well calibrated move towards disinvestment of strategic telecom institution of the Country. Massive and prolonged trade union actions are on the anvil to force the Govt. to reverse this retrograde decision. 
Respected Madam,

The retrograde decision, to say the least, of the Government to rob BSNL of its most potential resources, 66000 mobile towers, is nothing but definite diabolical move of the Government towards disinvestment and eventual privatization of the most strategic and prestigious telecom institution of the Country which, ever since advent of privatization in the telecom sector, has not been only a critical enabling institution for the Government to successfully and effectively implement telecom policies, maintain competitiveness in the telecom market and defeat cartelization of private operators but has also met social obligations of the telecom policies of the Government in an extraordinary and exemplary manner.

Nothing can be more counterproductive and fraught with disastrous consequences for the growth of BSNL than diabolical decision of the Government to offload most powerful assets of BSNL- its mobile towers- at most critical juncture when BSNL, despite all hurdles from the policy makers to hinder its growth, has been making very tangible and rapid strides towards its complete revival. Braving all odds, huge illegitimate concessions to R-Jio, BSNL has been on an upward growth trajectory when all other telecom service providers are in complete disarray and turmoil. BSNL has been weathering the storm in most spectacular and magnificent way which policy makers and the Government should have duly acknowledged and taken cognizance off. Instead of providing necessary and much needed impetus to enable BSNL to accelerate its growth momentum, the Government will destabilize and disintegrate it.

BSNL has a time tested structure which has been delivering results. In the name of monetization of assets, BSNL cannot be allowed to get disintegrated. Tower sharing growth of BSNL is accelerating at satisfactory proportion of 25% and this can be significantly increased without fiddling with the existing structure of BSNL in any way whatsoever. All such decisions of the Government, relating to other CPSUs, have not only proved counterproductive but have crippled those CPSUs. We have glaring instances where CPSUs have been consigned to flames through such measures.
It would not be out of context to mention that several key proposals of BSNL for monetization of its assets and spurt in its growth have been gathering dust in DOT. Denial of persistent requests of BSNL seeking permission from DOT for optimum utilization of its land for specific purposes and arbitrary and unwarranted decision of DOT to reject highly justified and legitimate request of BSNL to allocate it 4G spectrum to enable it to meet intense emerging competition in the 4G segment are a few instances of sheer indifference and apathy of the policy makers towards its full revival and to destabilize and weaken BSNL. 

We thus urge upon you and through you to the policy makers that be to immediately reverse this retrograde decision that is bound to irreversibly jeopardize growth of BSNL, failing which employees of BSNL are committed to go to any extent in forcing the Government to reverse this sinister decision and safeguard BSNL from being sold to vested interests in the name of creation of Subsidiary Tower Company belonging to so called BSNL. 
Thus any move of the Government to disintegrate or weaken BSNL in any manner will be opposed tooth and nail by the BSNL employees. As a beginning towards our programs of protracted trade union actions, Sanchar Nigam Executives’ Association (SNEA) has decided to hold lunch demonstration throughout the country on 15.09.2017 to be followed by other prolonged and very serious mode of trade union actions. We are confident that whatever we have stated will be considered with all the seriousness and urgency that it deserves and employees of BSNL will not be coerced by the Government to reverse critical clock of growth of BSNL at this crucial hour through such ill conceived and irrational decisions. Government will be squarely responsible for creating conditions of turbulence, in case it does not immediately reverse its decision of formation of subsidiary tower Company, which will surely lead to reversing the ongoing accelerating growth momentum of BSNL. 
Yours faithfully, 

(Sebastin. K)

Copy to:

1. Shri Manoj Sinha, Hon MoSC for kind information and n/a pl.
2. Shri Pradeep Kumar Sinha, Cabinet Secretary for kind information pl.
3. Shri Anupam shrivatava, CMD, BSNL for information pl.
4. Shri A. M. Gupta, GM(SR), BSNLCO for information pl.
